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1 dead in Portland after Trump 
supporters, protesters clash

PORTLAND (US): One per-
son was shot and killed in 
Portland, Oregon, as a large 
caravan of President Donald 
Trump supporters and Black 
Lives Matter protesters clashed 
in the streets of the city that 
has become a flashpoint in the 
national unrest since George 
Floyd was killed.

It wasn't clear if the shoot-
ing late Saturday was linked to 
fights that broke out as a cara-
van of about 600 vehicles was 
confronted by counterdemon-
strators in the city's downtown.

Police said the caravan had 
left the area around 8:30 pm, 
and officers heard gunshots 
around 15 minutes later. Offi-
cers arrived at the shooting 
scene within a minute, police 
said, but the man who was shot 
did not survive.

An Associated Press free-
lance photographer heard three 
gunshots and then saw police 
medics attending to the vic-
tim, who appeared to be a white 
man. The freelancer said the 
man was wearing a hat bearing 
the insignia of Patriot Prayer, a 
right-wing group whose mem-
bers have frequently clashed 
with protesters in Portland in 
the past.

Police said the man was 
shot in the chest. He was not 
immediately identified. It's 
unclear who shot him.

Homicide detectives were 
looking for more evidence, 
acknowledging that several 
images and videos had been 
posted on social media.

It is important for detectives 
get a full and accurate picture of 
what happened before, during, 

and after the shooting, a police 
statement said.

If anyone was a witness, has 
video, or has information about 
the homicide, they're asked to 
contact the primary detectives.

"This violence is com-
pletely unacceptable and we are 
working diligently to find and 
apprehend the individual or 
individuals responsible, Chief 
Chuck Lovell said.

Portland has been the site of 
nightly protests for more than 
three months since the police 
killing of Floyd in Minneapolis. 
Many of them end in vandal-
ism and violence, and hun-
dreds of demonstrators have 
been arrested by local and fed-
eral law enforcement since late 
May.

In the two hours following 
the shooting, protesters gath-
ered downtown and there was 
sporadic fighting and vandal-

ism, police said.
Ten people were arrested, 

police said.
The caravan had arrived 

downtown just as a planned 
protest was getting underway.

The chaotic scene came two 
days after Trump invoked Port-
land as a liberal city overrun 
with violence in a speech at the 
Republican National Conven-
tion as part of his law and order 
re-election campaign theme. 
The caravan marked the third 
Saturday in a row that Trump 
supporters have rallied in the 
city. On Sunday, Trump issued 
a flurry of tweets and retweets 
including several that blamed 
Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler 
for the death and one in which 
the president appeared to be 
encouraging his supporters to 
move into Portland.

Trump wrote as he shared 
video of his supporters driving 

into Portland to confront the 
protesters.

Acting Homeland Security 
Secretary Chad Wolf blamed 
local officials for failing "to pro-
tect their communities.

I'm asking Portland offi-
cials, so that's the mayor, that's 
the governor and that's local 
law enforcement, to do their 
job to address any violent activ-
ity that is occurring in their 
streets, Wolf told CBS' Face 
the Nation.

Wolf said the federal gov-
ernment was prepared to send 
agents to Portland and other 
cities to protect federal build-
ings and assist police.

When federal agents 
increased their presence in 
downtown Portland in July, 
the city saw some of the largest 
protests of the summer, with 
thousands of people turning 
out nightly.  AGENCIES

Trump to visit 
Kenosha Tuesday, 

potentially 
stoking tensions 

WASHINGTON DC: Pres-
ident Donald Trump will 
travel to Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
on Tuesday, amid fury over 
the police shooting of Jacob 
Blake in the back, which left 
the 29-year-old Black man 
paralyzed.

White House spokes-
man Judd Deere told report-
ers aboard Air Force One on 
Saturday that Trump will be 
meeting with law enforcement 
officers and surveying some of 
the damage from recent pro-
tests that turned destructive.

The visit is certain to exac-
erbate tensions in the city, 
where a crowd of about 1,000 
demonstrators gathered out-
side a courthouse Saturday to 
denounce police violence.

Trump has been run-
ning his reelection campaign 
on a law-and-order man-
tle, denouncing protesters as 
thugs" while voicing his sup-
port for police.

In his acceptance speech 
during the virtual Republican 
National Convention, Trump 
painted the election in hyper-
bolic terms as a stark choice 
between peaceful streets and 
anarchy. Trump's opponent for 
reelection, former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, and his run-
ning mate, Kamala Harris, 
have accused Trump of root-
ing for violence amid unrest in  
Wisconsin.  AGENCIES

Afghan president names council 
for peace deal with Taliban

KABUL: Afghanistan's pres-
ident has appointed a coun-
cil for national reconciliation, 
which will have final say on 
whether the government will 
sign a peace deal with the Tal-
iban after what are expected 
to be protracted and uncer-
tain negotiations with the 
insurgents.

The negotiations were 
envisaged under a US-Taliban 
peace agreement signed in Feb-
ruary as intra-Afghan talks to 
decide the war-torn coun-
try's future. However, their 
start has been hampered by a 
series of delays that have frus-
trated Washington. Some had 
expected the negotiations to 
begin earlier this month.

Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani issued a decree late 
Saturday establishing the 
46-member council, led by 
his former rival in last year's 
presidential election, Abdul-
lah Abdullah, who is now in 
the government.

The council is separate from 
a 21-member negotiating team, 
which Ghani appointed in 
March and which is expected to 
travel to the Gulf Arab state of 
Qatar, where the Taliban main-
tain a political office, for intra-
Afghan talks.

The council will have the 
final say and will ultimately 
decide on the points that the 
negotiating team takes up with 
the Taliban.

Abdullah's appointment to 
head the reconciliation efforts 
followed a power-sharing deal 
he signed in May with Ghani 
to end the political deadlock 
after last year's election a vote 
in which Abdullah had also 
declared himself a winner.

The High Council for 
National Reconciliation is 
made up of an array of Afghan 

political figures, including 
current and former officials, 
and nine women representa-
tives, one of whom was named 
Abdullah's deputy. Ghani also 
appointed former President 
Hamid Karzai to the council 
but his predecessor rejected 
the appointment in a statement 
Sunday, saying he declines to 
be part of any government 
structure.

Also on the council are 
mujahedeen and jihadi leaders 
who fought against the Soviet 
Union in the 1980s but who 
were also involved in a Afghan-
istan's brutal civil war that fol-
lowed their takeover in 1992 
that left 50,000, mostly civil-
ians, dead in Kabul. Among 
them is Gulbuddin Hekma-
tyar, who signed a peace deal 
with Ghani in 2016 but previ-
ously was declared a terrorist 
by the US.

The council also includes 
Abdur Rasool Sayyaf, who was 
the inspiration for the Phil-
ippine terrorist group Abu 
Sayyaf. During the 1992-1996 
civil war, Sayyaf 's fighters killed 
thousands of minority Shiite 
Muslims led by a rival warlord.

However, the establishment 
of the council may not sit well 
with the Taliban, who have 

appointed just one 20-mem-
ber negotiating team that has 
the authority to make final 
decisions. The Taliban team 
answers only to the insur-
gents' leader, Mullah Hibatul-
lah Akhunzada.

There are also other obsta-
cles in the way of the negotia-
tions. The Afghan government 
has reversed a decision to 
release the last 320 Taliban 
prisoners it is holding until the 
insurgents free more captured 
soldiers.

The U.S.-Taliban deal 
called on the Taliban to free 
1,000 government and mili-
tary personnel they hold cap-
tive while the government was 
to free 5,000 Taliban prison-
ers, in an exchange meant as a 
goodwill gesture ahead of the 
intra-Afghan negotiations.

The government appears 
adamant to secure freedom 
for the soldiers. Javid Faisal, 
spokesman for the National 
Security Advisor's office, 
tweeted there are no changes 
to the plan.

The Taliban will have to 
release our commandos held 
by them before the govern-
ment resumes the release of the 
remaining 320 Taliban prison-
ers, he said.  AGENCIES

Hurricane-force 
winds topple 
tree in Italy, 
killing 2 kids

ROME: Hurricane-force winds 
toppled a tree Sunday during a 
storm in northern Italy, kill-
ing two children in a tent at a 
campground.

The victims, sisters aged 
3 and 14, died in the hospi-
tal, while another sibling was 
slightly injured and their par-
ents were unharmed, Italian 
news reports said.

Most of the other campers 
near Marina di Massa, a town 
on Tuscany's coast, had fled the 
campground after storm warn-
ings on Saturday.

Winds up to 150 kph 
whipped Italy during the night, 
also fueling an arson fire in 
woods near Palermo, Sicily.

The blaze forced 1,700 peo-
ple from their homes in the 
town of Altofonte on Saturday 
night.  AGENCIES

Montenegro votes in 
tense election testing 

long-ruling party
PODGRICA: Voters in Mon-
tenegro on Sunday cast ballots 
in a tense election that is pit-
ting the long-ruling pro-West-
ern party against an opposition 
seeking closer ties with Serbia 
and Russia.

The parliamentary vote 
is marked by a dispute over 
a law on religious rights that 
is staunchly opposed by the 
influential Serbian Orthodox 
Church.

The issue has fueled divi-
sions in the nation of 620,000 
people that has defied its tra-
ditional Slavic allies to become 
independent in 2006 and join 
NATO in 2017.

Indicating high interest in 
the election, the turnout in the 
first two hours of balloting was 
twice that at the same time four 
years ago, and stood at around 
14 percent.

Months of church-led pro-
tests against the property bill 
have raised tensions and fears 
of potential incidents dur-
ing and after the election on 
Sunday.

Authorities are also think-
ing back to the previous elec-
tion, in October 2016, when 
they said they thwarted a 
planned election-day coup 
orchestrated by two Russia mil-
itary intelligence officers.

Prime Minister Dusko 
Markovic said the state will 
deal with any attempts to affect 
this election.

This is the day when Monte-
negro decides to move strongly 
forward toward economic and 
general development a Mon-
tenegro that is a member of 
the the European Union and 
a reliable member of NATO,"  
he said.  AGENCIES

Gunmen kill 9 
motorcycle riders in 
southern Philippines
MANILA (Philippines): Gun-
men stopped a group of motor-
cycle riders then opened fire 
with assault rifles in a busy 
downtown area in the south-
ern Philippines, killing nine 
people, police said Sunday, in 
the latest violence to roil the 
volatile region.

Police officials said the 
attack on the victims, who were 
mostly farmers, at noon Satur-
day in Kabacan town in Cota-
bato province may have been 
sparked by a local feud and was 
likely not an act of terrorism.

Cotabato lies in a pov-
erty-wracked region where 
a decades-long Muslim sep-
aratist insurgency has eased 
largely due to a 2014 peace deal 
between the Philippines' larg-
est Muslim rebel group and the 
government, although small 
armed groups aligned with the 

Islamic State group still pose 
a threat.

Most of the victims appar-
ently did not know each other 
and were travelling on six 
motorcycles, some in tandems, 
when they were blocked by six 
to eight gunmen and ordered 
to alight.

After getting off their 
motorcycles in the middle of 
the road, they were shot 39 
times with rifles and pistols, 
police investigator Delir Parcon 
said by phone.

Eight of the victims were 
killed instantly and another 
died in a hospital, a police 
report said. The gunmen fled in 
a van. Police have interviewed 
witnesses and were looking for 
possible security camera foot-
age that could help identify 
the attackers, police officials  
said.  AGENCIES

China's top diplomat dismisses 
European rights concerns

PARIS: China's foreign minis-
ter defended detention camps in 
Xinjiang and Hong Kong's new 
security law on Sunday, brush-
ing off human rights concerns 
by European countries and cau-
tioning against interference in 
Chinese affairs.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi is 
on his first European tour since 
the virus pandemic erupted, 
seeking to revive trade and rela-
tions strained by the resulting 
global health and economic 
crisis.

Speaking in Paris on Sunday, 
Wang repeated the claim that 
all those sent to re-education 
centers in Xinjiang have been 
released and placed in employ-
ment -- even as rights groups 
and families report on continu-
ing detentions of the region's 
Uighur Muslims and the loss of 
contact with loved ones.

The rights of all trainees in 

the education and training pro-
gramme, though their minds 
have been encroached by ter-
rorism and extremism, have 
been fully guaranteed, he told a 
conference at the French Insti-
tute of International Relations.

Now all of them have grad-
uated, there is no one in the 
education and training center 
now. They all have found jobs. 
The Chinese government has 
detained an estimated 1 mil-
lion or more members of ethnic 
Turkic minorities in Xinjiang, 

holding them in internment 
camps and prisons where they 
are subjected to ideological dis-
cipline, forced to denounce their 
religion and language and phys-
ically abused.

China has long suspected 
the Uighurs, who are mostly 
Muslim, of harbouring separat-
ist tendencies because of their 
distinct culture, language and 
religion.

Asked about Hong Kong's 
security law, Wang said, We cer-
tainly couldn't sit idly by and let 
the chaos go on, so we enacted a 
law maintaining national secu-
rity that specifically suited Hong 
Kong's situation.

The law is seen by many 
as Beijing's boldest move yet 
to break down legal barriers 
between the semi-autonomous 
territory of Hong Kong and the 
mainland's authoritarian Com-
munist Party system.  AGENCIES

Tens of thousands 
rally for Belarus 

opposition march

MINSK: Tens of thousands of 
Belarus protesters joined an 
opposition rally in Minsk on 
Sunday in the latest mass protest 
against the re-election of Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko, 
AFP reporters at the scene and 
local media reported.

Despite heavy security force 
presence, which prevented 
many lines of people from 
reaching the main crowd, pro-
testers packed the centre of the 
Belarusian capital with crowds 
waving the opposition's red and 
white flag and chanting "Leave".

Police made scores of arrests 
from the start of the protest in 
the early afternoon, but didn't 
resort to tear gas or rubber 

bullets as they did at previous 
marches protesting against the 
August 9 election which the 
opposition claims was rigged.

Many protesters brandished 
placards mocking the veteran 
leader on the occasion of his 
66th birthday, some carrying 
a coffin decorated with a cock-
roach. Others confronted the 
anti-riot police, shouting at 
them to get out of the way.

Images of protests in other 
towns, such as Brest and 
Grodno, were circulated by 
the opposition. On the two 
preceding Sundays, an esti-
mated 100,000 people marched 
through the streets of Minsk, 
defying an official ban.  AGENCIES

Chinese Foreign Minister in Paris, 
Sunday  PTI

Minsk: Police block the way for Belarusian opposition supporters rally 
in the center of Minsk, Belarus, Sunday  PTI

Homicide detectives were looking for more evidence


